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Bringing Nature Home to Your Own Backyard
INSIDE
Beyond Sustainable
Toward a More Beneficial Landscape
Creating a Beneficial Landscape
Embracing Biodiversity 
Landscaping for Birds & Wildlife
Attracting Butterflies
From the Ground up
Resources for Biodiversity
Natives for Biodiversity
Not Just a Foundation Planting
If Everyone Did One Thing






















































The Seed Beneficial Landscapes
Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, Inc. 


















































































































Photos are from Nebraska Statewide Arboretum 
unless otherwise noted. 
Toward a More Beneficial Landscape
For you, your family, future generations and the broader environment











































































































































































Creating a Beneficial Landscape—











2. Always, every time you create a landscape bed, 
add some organic matter (see	page	8).	This	is	especially	
important	in	newer	sub-divisions.	Compost	from	local	
landfills	is	often	free	or	available	for	a	small	fee.































































9. After you have done all of the above, keep	adding	
beneficial	plants	to	new	or	expanded	beds	to	gradually	
reduce	turfgrass	over	time.			
I asked staff members what they would do to make their landscapes beneficial on a limited budget.  Here’s what they said:
Budget Kendall Bob Christina Justin
Dead 
Broke
I’d start a compost pile. You can 




I’d build up the soil and make 
landscape beds. It’s sweaty, 
but mostly free. I would 
gather leaves from my own 
yard and others nearby and 
ask around for old manure 
and straw that I could add.  
I’d look at simple maintenance 
changes like managing my grass 
differently and redirecting my 
downspouts. I’d 




It’s not what you do but what 
you don’t do. Relax on mow-
ing, let mother nature take 
its course. If I could get free 
mulch, I’d mulch around my 
trees and shrubs. Beg plants 
from other people. Plant an 
acorn! I have eight shade 
trees in my yard I started 
from acorns.
$100 Plant a vegetable garden! The 
supplies to create one are 
cheap, it will feed my family and 
I can put the compost to use!
I would spend some money 
on tree seedlings (they 
will grow!) and a few small 
container shrubs that would 
eventually grow to larger 
specimens.
I would add compost to existing 
landscape beds and purchase 
some high-impact shrubs (those 
with great habitat value). 





$500 Buy a reel lawn mower, which 
runs from $100-$500. I would 
also buy a few fruit trees.
Install a perennial garden.  I 
would also add some more 
shrubs to my landscape.
I would spend some money on 
a small grow-bag shade tree.  I 
would also buy more shrubs 
and perhaps a small-growing 
native tree, like serviceberry or 
pawpaw.
Holy cow, we could really 
change the landscape! For 
under $500, I built a shade 
frame, compost bin and work-
ing area where I’ve started 
tons of new plants.
$1,000 I would tear out the existing 
privet, Alberta spruce and hy-
drangea shrubs in my front yard 





I would install a rain garden!  It’s 
a great way to capture rainwater, 
they’re beautiful and insects love 
the native grasses and peren-
nials used in them.  Most large 
municipalities have cost-share 
programs for homeowners (free 
money!)
I’d do all of the above and re-
place a third of my lawn with 
beneficial plants for insects 
and birds. With the $500 left 
over, I’d go to the Smoky 
Mountains and hug some of 
the ancient trees there. 
Landscaping for Birds &
Other Wildlife







Let ‘em Go to Seed 
Seedheads	not	only	add	color	and	excitement	to	the	land-
scape,	they’re	also	an	excellent	food	source	for	birds.	


































































































*Other valuable plants for butterflies, skippers and moths 









 Butterfly milkweed 
Crescent
 Aster
Karma Larsen, Nebraska Forest Service
“Mankind owes its existence to the top six inches of soil and the 


























































“I want better soil as quickly as possible 













“I want a new garden bed with great soil 






























































































Web Links to commercial nurseries and seed farms offer-
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	 1. Start small and work in manageable steps. The	entire	
landscape	doesn’t	have	to	be	converted,	and	drastic	change	
doesn’t	have	to	happen	overnight.	Just	do	something.	
	 2.	Don’t be upset when native (beneficial) insects are 





































































































































































































































Native Plants for Biodiversity



























































Our Ten Favorite Lepitodoptera 































Before (opposite) and after 

























































If Everyone Did One Thing
Become	a	fan	on	Facebook	&	Twitter!
www.facebook.com/NeArb
twitter.com/NEarboretum
